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Chronic infection and other risk factors of cancer in China and other countries
The recent article by J. B. Wang [1] provided for highly interesting reading. The article concluded that the modifiable risk factors explain nearly 60% of cancer deaths in China, with a predominant role of chronic infection and tobacco smoking. Their findings could provide a basis for cancer prevention and control programs aimed at reducing the cancer risk in other developing countries. Interestingly, the past few years have seen the emergence of new data that suggest that chronic infection may have a significant role in and be an attributable cause of cancer in China and other countries [2] . In the recent data of World Health Organisation (WHO), the estimated attributable fraction of cancer for all infections combined was 16.1%. Most of the infection-attributable cases occurred in less developed countries and were due to preventable or treatable infections [3] . The attributable causes of cancer include the known risk factors and unknown risk factors. The known risk factors of cancer are the selected risk factors of cancer evaluated by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and other researches. The selected known risk factors of cancer based on the including criteria [1] are: (i) Agents that have sufficient evidence as human carcinogens according to the IARC monographs.
(ii) Agents are causally associated with a reduced risk of cancer, according to IARC Cancer Prevention Handbook. (iii) Agents that have never been evaluated by the IARC, but with strong evidence for a causal association with cancer risk (e.g. reproductive factors and breast cancer risk).
The unknown risk factors of cancer can be defined as the other risk factors apart from the known risk factors.
Until now, the numbers of known risk factors of cancer are limited. There are lots of other risk factors of cancer which have not been evaluated by the IARC and other researches. Among the unknown risk factors of cancer, the agents of environmental pollution may be important risk factors of cancer. According to WHO latest data [4] , China is one of the most heavy losing country in total environment attributable deaths and 26% of deaths in China are attributable to the environment. So at present, the environmental pollution is the most important risk factor for people's health in China. It is known to all that in China, cancer is the main reason of death [5] . In 2004, WHO estimated the attributable fraction of cancer for the combined effect of nine lifestyle and environmental risk factors to be 35% [2] . All of these data have proved that environmental risk factors of cancer are the most attributable cause of cancer in China.
In the other countries as well, the attributable causes of cancer also include the known and unknown risk factors.
In order to prevent cancer effectively, all the cancer societies, government cancer prevention organizations and nongovernment organizations of cancer prevention, should not only pay attention to follow a policy for reducing the chronic infection and the other known risk factors of cancer, but also to reducing the unknown risk factors, especially the agents of environmental pollution.
As a doctor to promote the health of Chinese and others around the world, I am obliged to write this article. I hope the Journal will publish my letter.
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